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The second division of the fifth nerve was blocked with novocain. An incision was made behind the maxilla and access obtained to the tooth. A hooked instrument was passed upwards in the external long axis of the tooth and rotated until it engaged the occlusal surface of the crown which was directed upwards.
This enabled the tooth to be pulled down bodily into the wound and removed. The patient made an uneventful recovery. General histry.-Though this patient has never been robust, her general health was moderately good up to a year ago. She has been employed as a secretary, but over a year ago she became unemployed and owing to her age was uDable to obtain new woik. Towards the end of 1934, she began to complain of weakness and a considerable loss of weight. At that time also she noticed bruising and extensive hbemorrhages under the skin of her right leg. Since then she has observed that she bruises herself at the least injury, and that several small subcutaneous hbmorrhages have from time to time appeared spontaneously. Also she has suffered considerable disability from arthritic pains. Her appetite has never been great, and she has always had a dislike for fresh fruit and vegetables. For the last year she has lived almost entirely on bread, butter, and tea, with occasionally an egg or a little bam.
Scurvy with
She first attended the Dental Department of Guy's Hospital, 12.3.36, complaining of extreme soreness of the gums; this had begun two weeks previously and had gradually increased in intensity. Examination of the oral cavity revealed an extensive gingivitis; the gum margins, particularly on the buccal and labial sides and towards their margins, were extremely swollen and dark purple in colour. The gums in the region of the mandibular incisors showed slight ulceration. There was a moderate degree of formation of calculus. A tentative diagnosis was made of a chronic form of gingivitis due to a fuso-spirochetal infection. A direct smear, however, did not present the typical picture in which Vincent's spirochbetes and fusiform bacilli predominate. The patient reported next day acute exacerbation of the arthritis; she also had melena. The case was reviewed and a more complete history obtained; the bruising and subeutaneous hbmorrhages were also observed. A diagnosis of scurvy as finally reached, and the patient was advised to take a pint of orange juice daily. Two days later her condition had greatly improved, both locally and generally, and this improvement has been maintained. [April 27, 1936] History.-Patient had never been strong; always thin and pale: had measles and whooping-cough when younger, but no serious illnesses. Teeth were brown wben erupted. Intelligence above normal; in top form at school. Always tired easily and could not play games.
